	Assessment for Risk Assessment:  Design Technology 

	
	Hazards
	Who is at risk?
	Existing Controls
	Risk Level

	1.
	Glue

Contact with skin and eyes
	Children
&
Staff
	· Pupils are instructed not to use excessive amounts to avoid spillages.
· Adhesives to be water based rather than solvent based and they must be non-toxic.
· Superglue, wallpaper paste and spray adhesives containing fungicides must not be used.
· Any glue which gives off heavy vapours should not be used unless the area is very well ventilated.
· Manufacturer’s instruction should be read and followed by all staff.
· • Staff to be aware of the possibility of solvent abuse and children becoming sensitised to solvents and glues etc.
	Low

	2.
	Hot Glue gun

Burns due to hot components and glue.
	Children
 & 
Staff

	· Pupils to be taught how to use the gun this safely and always be supervised.
· Staff to be aware of what to do if a child accidentally burns themselves with the gun. This is so that the correct treatment is administrated immediately.
· Low-melt glue guns are considered safer than hot-melt glue guns and should be use if possible.
· If hot-melt glue guns are to be used, these should only be used by older children and under strict supervision.
· Any electrical equipment should be regularly tested for electrical safety.
· A glue gun stand should be used; equipment should only be purchased from a reputable supplier.
	Low 

	3.
	Using Tools

Cuts, bruises &
abrasions
	Children 
& 
Staff
	· Electrically powered equipment is not to be used.
·  If the use of a soldering iron is needed, it must be used in conjunction with a suitable stand, operate at a low voltage (e.g. 24 v) and low-fume solder must be used) e.g. colophony free or resin free) and used in a well-ventilated room.
· Pupils must be taught how to use specific tools such as a hammer, saw, screwdriver, hand drill etc. safely and when using these, there should be a higher ratio of staff to pupils.
	Low

	4.
	Using Sharp
Objects

Cuts 
	Children 
&
Staff
	• All cutting tools and equipment must be kept sharp to avoid excess pressure being applied.
· If cutting tools are used, a cutting board or mat should be used to avoid damage to unprotected surfaces.
·  Craft knives should only be used under strict supervision and by older children.
·  Metal safety rules should be used when drawing straight lines.
· Craft knives with retractable blades should be used whenever possible. A ‘Quick Cutter’ is a safer
alternative for younger children.
· The use of guillotines and trimmers must be supervised.
	Low

	
	Cooking

Cuts, lacerations & burns
	Staff
&
Children
	· Before cooking, the adult leading the activity should read the Food Safety Risk Assessment.
· Prior to the cooking activity taking place, the adult leading the activity should talk to the children about both hygiene safety (Put away watches, rings etc., tie long hair back, wear an apron, wash hands before, during and after the activity, use the catch it/bin it & kill it coughing or sneezing, keep your work area clean etc.) and use of equipment safety where applicable for example: knife safety).
·  If chopping food, the correct type of chopping board should be used.
· Before the session begins, the area should be checked to ensure that it is free from clutter and has been cleaned down in line with the guidance. This check should also include that any equipment deemed potentially dangerous (knives) are stored safely and not accessible to the children.
· The kitchen should be checked for having a first aid kit and either a fire extinguisher or fire blanket. In addition to the hygiene safety talk prior to the activity, the adult leading the activity should speak to the children about kitchen safety.
· The kitchen must not be overcrowded at any time during the activity and the children should be positioned a safe distance from the cooker/oven. 
· Children in KS1 should not at any point go near the cooker, oven or microwave or handle any hot food. 
· If the children in KS2 are using the cooker, no more than 1 pupil should be near the cooker at any given point. The adult leading the activity must be close to this pupil and supervising them at all times (for example, if they are stirring the contents of the saucepan). Only a wooden spoon is to be used if the child is handling this and the type of pan should be selected carefully and not have a metal handle.
·  If the children in KS2 are using the oven, no more than 1 pupil should be near the oven at any given point. The adult leading the activity must be close to this pupil and supervising them at all times. The child must wear oven gloves to do this. 
· The adult leading the activity should be aware that if food is heated up and touched by a pupil, this could cause harm. The bowl, tray or plate that the food is heated up on/in, could also be hot. Therefore, children should be warned about this with hot food, plates, bowls or trays being allowed to cool to a safe temperature before the children are allowed to touch or handle it. • Pupils need to be reminded to avoid steam sources.

All electrical equipment in the kitchen, should be checked regularly (PAT), kept away from water. Only an adult is permitted to plug a piece of equipment in.
	




	Once additional controls are implemented, what will the overall
risk level be:


High      Medium         Low
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