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At St Oswald’s C of E Primary School, we are committed to educating our pupils about environmental concerns and the importance of living sustainably. Also, it is our responsibility to look after the wonderful world that has been created.
Through our curriculum and additional provision children explore not just their role in helping the environment but in how they can shape their community and the world they will grow up in.

Our Climate and Sustainability leader- Laura Fowell

Our Action plan is split into two sections- 
Section 1- Commitment with the actions that are already being taken.
Section 2- Action plan for change. 

SECTION 1- 
Climate Education and Green Careers 
1. Whole school approach that includes climate change into the curriculum and school life. 
2. Through lessons, worships and the curriculum plan we encourage behavioural change by the children to help the environment.
3. The Curriculum at St Oswald’s C of E Primary School is designed to teach young people about nature in their local area, for example different types of land and habitats. 
4. Teach children about how to reduce/eliminate using plastic at home and to encourage recycling which then promotes looking after and protecting our planet.
5. Lunchtime- children encouraged to eat their dinner to reduce food waste.
6. Children are involved in looking after our green spaces (gardening club).
7. Gardening and Forest School clubs are offered throughout the year.
8. ECO- Green team- their responsibility to look after the wonderful world that has been created and share their knowledge to others.
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Decarbonisation
1. At St Oswald’s we continually work to minimise our paper usage e.g. reminders to only print when necessary, photocopier default set to print on both sides and black & white.
2. Clear recycling systems in place: clear expectations on what can be recycled. Separate recycling bins, clearly labelled. Recycling separated and pupils and staff educated about the value of resources.
3. Second hand uniform shop available to parents.
4. Paperless communication with parents.
5. Catering team have a commitment to reduce single use plastic and food waste.
6. Regular reminders to staff to switch off all lights, appliances and plugs when not in use.
7. Regular reminders for windows and doors to be kept closed when the heating is on ensure maximum efficiency of insulation and warmth,
8. All corridor, cloakroom and toilet lights are set on a sensor to reduce usage.
9. Bulk buy resources to minimise packaging. 

Biodiversity
1. Composting on site for pupils’ snack waste.
2. Pupils grow their own fruit/veg in the school garden which can then be used in D&T lessons. 
3. The grounds are planted with a range of trees, flowers and shrubs.
4. Green spaces utilised well across the school including regular forest school and/or outdoor learning sessions for every pupil.
5. Birdbaths, feeders, bird houses, bug hotels, bee hotels, ponds all installed to support local wildlife.
6. Wild patches left and wild flower areas around the site.
Adaptation and Resilience
1. Air quality monitors around the school show the air quality is good – this is monitored regularly.
2.  Introduce additional shade structures to reduce heat risk and allow time outdoors in hot weather.
3. Taps in bathrooms’ sensor powered to avoid taps being left on.









SECTION 2 – Action Plan for change
Climate Education and Green Careers
	Find creative ways to incorporate sustainability into the curriculum, especially in subjects where it may usually be absent such as PE, art or history.
	Evidence of curriculum links across subjects i.e. An art project showing the impact of climate change
	Fully embedded by July 2025 

	Encourage children to choose walking and cycling routes to school that are safer, and with less traffic and pollution.
	Newsletter
More parents to use the town car parks to reduce traffic and pollution near school.
	January 2025

	Children to create posters with air pollution information on to display around the school.
	Poster competition?
	January 2025 

	Create an eco-warriors team of children
	To meet once every half term to discuss how we can help our climate and environment. 
	October 2024

	World climate change day- Collective worship/in class activities/tasks-  15th May 2025
	Collective worship/in class activities
	May 2025

	Meat free food technology lessons. 

	Each year group to have at least one food technology lesson that is meat free. 
	October 2025 



Decarbonisation
	Heating controls to be used to limit timings and temperature across school
	Room thermostats used to monitor room temperatures throughout the day.
	December 2024

	Once purchases have reached end of life, is there an alternative use? 
	Reduction in waste / skip use, More items recycled/repurposed
	Ongoing

	Review common purchases to identify more sustainable alternatives.
	
	July 2024

	Put signs up around the school about switching lights/plugs off.
	Posters
	January 2025

	Put posters up around the school about recycling and reducing waste. 
	Posters
	January 2025



Biodiversity
	Engaging with the National Education Nature Park- https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/ 

	Resources
	Embedded by January 2025 



Adaptation and Resilience 
	Create a clean air zone around schools by implementing 'active' solutions (encouraging parents / carers to always switch off engines outside school, consider parents parking elsewhere and walking) to reduce pollution levels in and around school premises.
	Posters 
Newsletter 

	Ongoing

	Ensure all sinks have access to plugs and staff are encouraged to not wash up under a running tap,
	Reduce water usage when washing up.
	December 2025 
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